NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



No. of Patent Application: Japanese Patent Application No. 

2002-334970 
Drafting Date: January 16, 2007 

Examiner of Japan Patent Office: Norikazu Arai 8937 SHOO 
Agent of Patent Applicant: Mr. Michizo Isono 
Applied Articles of Japan Patent Law: Paragraph 2 of 

Article 29, and Article 36 

This Application should be rejected due to the reasons 
described below. If you want to make any comment on this matter, 
you are requested to submit a written Argument within 60 days 
counting from the mailing date of this Notice. 

Reasons 

[Reason 1] 

The inventions according to claims shown below of this 
application are inventions which could easily have been made, 
prior to the filing of the patent application, by a person with 
ordinary skill in the art to which the inventions pertain, on 
the basis of* an invention or inventions which were described 
in the distributed publications indicated below or made 
available to the public through electric telecommunication 
lines in Japan or elsewhere, and are not patentable under 
provisions in Japanese ' Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 2. 



NOTE (For Cited references, refer to List of Cited References) 
•Claims 1, 3 and 5-9 

• Cited references 1-3 

• Remarks 

(1) Cited reference 1 (see paragraphs 0024-0026) describes a 
moving object detection device in which an object distance at 
which a moving object exists is. set based on distance 
information and movement information (a parallax of a taken 
image is the largest); an object distance image comprising 
pixels corresponding to the object distance is generated (a 
region growing); and the moving object is detected. 

(2) It is well known in the art that an object region is set 
for detecting a moving object (see Cited reference 2, 
paragraphs 0028-0029) , and that a contour of the moving object 
is extracted for detecting the moving object. 

(3) It is obvious for those skilled in the art that, when the 
distance information is generated, a tilt angle of an image 
pickup means and a height thereof from the installation surface 
are used. 

(4) It is well known in the art that an edge image is generated 
when the distance information is generated (see Cited reference 
3, paragraphs 0013-0014) , and that flag information indicating 
an already-extracted region or the like is set for an 
already-processed region . 



(5) Therefore, the inventions according to Claims 1, 3 and 5-9 
of this application are inventions which could be easily made 
by those skilled in the art based on the inventions described 
in the Cited References 1-3 and well-known technologies in the 
5 art . 

List of Cited References 
1. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application, Publication No. 
HEI 09-185720 

10 2. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application, Publication No. 
2001-005975 

3. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application, Publication No. 
HEI 08-210847 

15 [Reason 2] 

The description of Claims of the present application do 
not satisfy the requirements provided in Japan Patent Law, 
Article 36, Paragraph 6, Item 2, in the following points. 

20 Note 

(1) Claims 1, 8 and 9 describe ''setting, based on the distance 
information and the movement information, an object distance 
at which an abovement ioned moving object exists". It is not 
clear that how "an abovement ioned moving object exists" is 

25 determined based on what type of "the distance information and 
the movement information". 



3 



(2) Claims 1, 8 and 9 describe "setting, within the object 
distance image and in correspondence to at least the object 
distance, an object region to be subject to the detection of 
the abovement ioned moving object". However, it is not clear 
in what way the "object region" is set. 

(3) Claim 2 describes "the totals of pixels". However, it is 
not clear what are "the totals of pixels" (Do they refer to a 
cumulative value of pixel values? Or to the number of pixels?) . 

It is also not clear that, when "the totals of pixels" are 
in what state, it is determined that the "abovement ioned moving 
object exists". 

(4) Claim 4 describes "pixel amounts". However, it is not 
clear what are the "pixel amounts". It is also not clear that 
what is a difference between the "pixel amounts" and the "totals 
of pixels" of Claim 2. 

If any new reason for rejection is found, the reason will 
be notified. 
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It is to be noted that this Record of Prior Art Literature 
Search does not comprise the reasons for rejection. 
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